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cine, Dec. 28, 1871, and ordered to be published } 

Few supjects have given rise to greater di- 
versity of opinion than this, both in regard to 
the frequency. of its occurrence and its char- 
acter, as well as in reference to treatment. 
Some have declared its great frequency, while 
others have held that it is a disease of rarity. 

This difference of opinion arises from di- 
verse views of what constitutes an ulcer cf 
the os and cervix uteri. Those who look upon 
granular degeneration of the parts, as a form 
of, or as one of the elements of, cervical 
endometritis, have rarely met with ulceration, 
and it is now, to some extent, a disputed 
point as to whether this pathological condi- 
tion should be thus placed in the ypmenclature. 
“It* certainly does not present the features 
which are generally considered characteristic 
of the process of ulceration elsewhere, yet, 
as the term fulfills the purposes for which it 
is employed better than any other, and is 
too generally accepted and sanctioned to 
admit of alteration, I shall make use of it 
without further discussion.’ 

It is my opinion that this granular form of 
ulceration is only the result of long standing 
disease, i. ¢., that a very simpl¢ form of ulcer- 
ation, as an erosion of follicular ulceration, 
will in time, if left to itself, become a granu- 


*T. G@. Thomas, Dis, of Women, 24 edition, p. 272. 








larulcer. This would seem to prove that 

granular ulceration is in many instances only 
alaterand more advanced stage of the dis- 

ease. In this I find I am borne out by Scan- 
ZONI, who says :* ‘‘ When the erosion of the 

neck of the uterus, such as we have described, 

is for a ce tain time left to itself,t or when it is 
for a long time submitted to the deleterious in- 

fluence of exterior causes, as, for example, 
uncleanness, venereal excesses, repeated par- 
turition, it is transformed into PROFOUND UL* 
CERATION, accompanied by a loss of substance. 

In the place of the erosion, which at first 
scarcely presented a sensible depression, we 
see developed numreous globular vegetations, 
scarcely of the size of the head of a pin, some- 
times very close together, sometimes widely 
separated from each other. By the microscope 

we recognize that they are nothing but the 

papilla of the mucous membrane, highly de- 

veloped, which thus gives to the ulcerated 

surface an uneven granular aspect, from 

whence it happens that this formof ulceration 
is designated under the name of granular.” 

Granular degeneration or ulceration, then, 
is but a later stage of ordinary ulceration. 
Ulcers of recent origin seldom present a gran- 
ular appearance, while in a large majority of 
cases coming under my observation that have 
given evidence of long duration—from a few 
months to several years—have presented it 
unmistakably. 

Various degrees of importance have been 
attached to cervical ulceration. Dr. WEsT 
maintains that it is not only far less frequent 
than many authors imagine, but that also it is 
usually unattended by any great degree of Ic- 

* Diseases of Fema'es, Fourth American Edition, p. 219, 
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eal or constitutional disturbance of the system, 
and looks upon it as an “isolated affection.” 
Many others entertain similar views. On the 
contrary the majority of gynecologists at 
this time maintain the very great frequency 
and importance of the disease both locally 
and constitutionally, and that the pathologi- 
cal conditions to which it gives rise can only 
be relieved by strict attention to the topical 
and general treatment of the patient. 

It is well known that ulceration gives rise 
to pain in the pelvis, lumbar and sacral re- 
gions and shooting down the thighs, to puru- 
lent, muco-purulent and sanguinous discharges, 
frequently causing menorrhagia or metrora- 
hagia, with pains in distant organs through 
reflex action, as headache, gastralgia, etc , 
with many other diffi:ulties too numerous to 
mention here; but chiefly among them stand 
gastric derangements and of the nutritive 
functions generally. “Int fact, the constitu- 
tional disturbances consequent upon ulcera- 
tion of the cervix resemble very closely those 
which form other affections of the organ, 
either functional or structural ;”’ and it might 
well be added the affections of various other 
organs of the system. It is no uncommon oc- 
currence for the practitioner who is versed in 
the diffzrent diseases which, through reflex 
action, uterine diseases may cause to be sim- 
wiated, to find a patient who has gone the 
rounds among physicians and learn that she 
has been treated for dyspepsia, hepatic tor- 
pidity, palpitation, etc., etc., when, after care- 
ful examination, he is able to trace the whole 
trouble to uterine disease. 

For the cause of ulceration of the cervix, 
some can see nothing but inflammation ; but 
while this may often be true, it cannot be so 
jn every case. It is sometimes produced by 
acrid discharges, and cannot be effectually 
relieved until they are removed. It is some- 
times a local manifestation of constitutional 
derangement; it may result from anemia, 
from injury during parturition, too frequent 
or violent intercourse ; from impeded circula- 
tion in the cervix caused by ante or retroflex- 
jon, the displacements also having a tendency 
to prsduce it by friction against the vaginal 
walls. In some cases that have come under 
my observation, ulceration arose from the use 
of pessaries. 

Two anatomical conditions naturally favor 
the frequent occurrence of the disease, viz: 
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the dependent position of the os; but more 
especially that the veins of the os are unsup- 
plied with valves. 

These natural conditions, in connection 
with the periodical afflux of blood to the or- 
gan, and the fact that the parenchymatous 
tissue and mucous membrane of the uterus are 
not unfrequently the seat of inflammation and 
congestion, may readily explain in some 
measure the frequent occurrence of cervical 
diseases. Not less readily, irom this and 
other allied causes, can we understand that 
when ulceration is once fairly established it 
never recovers without proper treatment. 

Syphilis has in rare instances been the 
cause of this affection. I say rare, because it 
is a cause less frequent than many may sup- 
pose, and by a few is denied to excite it, ex- 
cept as the initial lesion of that diseare. I 
have never seen a case of the kind that was 
unmistakably of syphilitic omgin. Many good 
authorities speak of its not being a common 
source of cervical ulceration. ‘* Syphilis* may 
affect the cervix uteri, either as a primary or 
secondary disorder, though in neither form is 
it by any means common. It is now a settled 
fact that true chancre may locate itself upon 
the cervix, but not the less certain is it thatit 
rarely does so. I have seen but one case in 
which I felt satisfied that a cervical ulcer was 
of this character.’ 

BuMsTEAD,in his thorough and compre- 
hensive work on veneral diseases, does not 
mention it, which fact strongly argues its 
great rarity. DUPARCQUE, CULLERIER, 
BENNET, RicorD and others, confirm this 
view. Ulceration as a secondary lesion is 
more common than primary, and may assume 
any of the forms of ulceration common to its 
production frgm non-specific causes. 


GRANULAR ULCERATION, OR INFLAMMATION. 


We shall pay special attention to this form 
of ulceration first. Its prominent and charac- 
teristic symptom is the development on the 
os and within the cervix of a grauular surface. 
We think the chief reason why this is the 
most frequent form observed, is because the 
disease is not detected during the early stage, 
when it was simply an abrasion or slight ero- 
sion of the os or cervix. As the gravity of 
the symptoms increase the attention of the 
physician is called to the uterus, which has 
probably been the seat of unobserved disease 





7B d‘ord on Diseases of Women ani Children, p. 131. 
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for months or years, and has now degenerated 
into granular ulceration. 

Chief among the causes of granular ulcera- 
tion stands inflammation, whicb may be either 
of the parenchymatous tissue, or mucous mem- 
brane of the cervix or body of the uterus. 
But while inflammation stands as the most ap- 
parent cause, there is always something be- 
hind to excite the inflammatory action. It 
would be difficult to conceive of an ulcerative 


_ process, as usually met with in this organ, 


without its being accompanied with inflamma- 
mation in some degree. Yet some of the 
causes before named may act by exciting, 
first, a circumscribed ulcer, or abrasion, which 
will induce inflammatory action at first slight 
in degree and extent, but by mere continuity 
of tissue it may extend to the whole organ or 
at least to the cervix. When this extent in the 
morbid process is reached, the ulceration con- 
tinues indefinitely to keep up a continuance 
of the inflammation, while, per contra, the in- 
flammation causes an increase in the extent 
and gravity of the ulcer. Thus the disease 
continues without abatement, until proper 
treatment for relief is adopted. 

We can conceive how an ulcer may have 
its starting point in mere friction against the 
vaginal walls from displacement, from pessa- 
ries, or from abuse of coitus, or other mechan- 
ical injuries, which would excite the inflam- 
matory process, and be continued indefinitely 
through every phase of the disease. Vaginal 
or uterine leucorrhwa also frequently cause 
the disease. 

In addition, anemia, or its opposite condi- 
tion, as well as various constitutional symp- 
toms, favor ulceration. All causes of inflam- 
mation of the womb are liable to result 
through that morbid process, in ulcerative 
action. Anteversion, retroversion, prolapsus, 
in short all displacements of the uterus, may 
prove exciting causes. Not less may vaginal 
inflammation do so, if severe and extensive. 

The symptoms which this disease gives rise 
to generally, but by no means invariably, lead 
the physician to suspect ulceration. If the 
parenchymtous tissue or mucous membrane 
of the uterus is but slightly involved, very 
few characteristic symptoms of the real path- 
ological condition will be present. There will 
be leucorrhea, more or less profuse, generally 
yellowish or muco-purulent, or even purulent 
If the deceased surface is extensive there will 
be occasionally a sanguinous discharge, espe- 
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peciallv after coitus or any other mechanical 
irritation. The menstrual flow will be gener- 
ally painful* and increased in quantity and 
frequency, as well as prolonged beyond the 
usual iime of duration, aud from this the pa- 
tient becomes anemic, with a general failure 
of the secretion of the different important or- 
gans. This latter condition often ‘eads the 
unwary physician astray, and he will be found 
treating “‘ liver complaints,” gastritis or cys- 
titis, palpitations, etc., etc., thus clippiog off 
the branches while the real disease is left un- 
observed and therefore untouched. 

* Ordinarily these are* the symptoms which 
will be noticed in a case of gravity ; 

** Profuse bloody and purulent leucorrbea ; 

“ Pain and hemorrhage after intercourse ; 

‘“* Menorrhagia or metrorrhagia; 

* Pain on locomotion ; 

“« Fixed pain in the back and loins ; 

“Tendency to spanemia ; 

‘** Nervous disorders and perhaps hysteria,”’ 
to which we may add an almost constant 
weight or dragging sensation in the pelvis, of- 
ten amounting to quite severe pain, With pain 
in the thighs. Besides all these, the physi- 
cian should not be thrown off his guard by 
a prominence of gastric, hepatic or cardiac 
symptoms, or very frequent headaches, espe- 
cially if the pain is located at the top or crown 
of the head, as a pain in this location is al- 
most pathognomonic of uterine disease which 
may or may not prove to be ulcerative in 
character. 

For ulceration of the os and cervix the 
touch and speculum are all that are usually re- 
quired. Sometimes, however, other means 
are needed to bring the whole os into full 
view, as the sound, a pair of long forceps, etc. 
The vaginal touch alone will very often be 
sufficient to demonstrate the existence of a 
granular ulcer. Instead of the normal sensa- 
tion that a healthy os imparts to the finger, 
the granulations present an uneven surface, 
* velvety,” and this is the more readily made 
out when the granulations are large. The 
touch also, generally, reveals an enlarged cer- 
vix with one or the other of the lips more or 
less elongated, or one portion destroyed by 
the ulcer, while the other is intact but hyper 
trophied, or hard and indurated. 

Experience will soon teach the ordinary 
observer the evidence necessary to decide 


*Dssmenorrhea is a common sym, tom. 
*Loc, cit. 
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what the condition of the os is, generally, by 
the touch alone. But this should not be too 
much relied upon, as not unfrequently when 
the touch fails to decide the presence of an 
ulcer the speculum will readily demonstrate 
its existence. By it the cervix, and especially 
the os, are observed to be covered with pus, 
or muco-pus, which being clear: d off by means 
of a mop of cotton, lays bear an “ intensely 
red, granular, hemorrhagic looking space, of 
greater or less extent, closely resembling the 
inner surface of the eyelids when affected 
with granular degeneration.” -If of long 
standing the granulations can be plainly seen, 
usually raised above the surrounding surface ; 
but if recent it is not likely raised, but little 
ifany. Sometimes a portion of the cervix is 
destroyed by the ulcerative process, leaving 
one lip to project far beyond the diseased one, 
or possibly both are more or less destroyed. 

The course and duration of this disease 
When left without treatment is steadily on- 
ward in its progress. ‘‘ There* is no proof 
existing that this disease is ever recovered 
from without surgical interference, although 
as to this being impossible, I am by no means 
positive. The degenerated surface may go on 
for an unlimited time pouring out pus, and 
thus greatly impoverish the blood and cause 
the gravest constitutional results; or the same 
unfortunate end may be reached earlier by 
spread of the morbid action up the canal, as 
far as the os internum.”’ 

At first, as a rule, the epithelium is denud- 
ed, thus forming the simplest kind of ulcer. 
Thus far there is no depression of the diseased 
surface, but it retains its level with the sur- 
rounding surface; and for this reason those 
who do not entertain a belief of the existence 
of uterine ulceration at all,do not consider 
the term ulceration applicable to this affec- 
tion. But as there is a solution of continuity 
of the epithelium, which all anatomists per- 
sist in including as a part of the membrane, 
there is to my mind no impropriety in term- 
ing this commencing stage as ulceration. 

* Afier* the epithelium is lost tor some 
time there is a gradual increase in the size of 
the papillary structure of the membrane coy- 
ering the neck of the uterus; and if the mem- 
brane is now examined, instead of the smooth 
redness, there is something of a velvety or 
plushy appearance.’’ These little points con- 





*Thomas on Diseas¢s of Women, p. 274. 
*Byford on the Uterus, p. 98. 
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. 
tinue to increase in size, and though at first 
of a great number, and small, they become 
numerically lees by the larger ones crowding 
out or rather enveloping the smaller. 


After a considerable time, if the diseased 
surface is examined, the process of develop. 
ment of large points has increased, uutil the 
granulations can be plainly seen and are large 
as strawberry seeds, and the appearance to 
some extent, resembles the surface of a ripe 
strawberry, except being much more intensely, 
red. I have more frequently found cases ad- 
vanced to this degree of ulceration than any _ 
other. The surface is now covered with pus 
or muco-pus,and when mopped off, bleeds quite 
freely for some time. From this stage or de 
gree the granulations, if left untreated, in- 
crease in size to that of a wheat grain. Dur- 
ing all this time there is generally no depres- 
sion in the surface, but granulations are usu: 
ally a little raised above the surrounding 
level. Sometimes, however, there is consid- 
erable loss of substance, and if the disease is 
confined to one lip it will be found eaten 
away, more or less, by the ulcer. The papillz 
of the mucous membrane covering the os and 
cervix, each contain a loop of capillary ves- 
sels. When the membrane becomes denuded, 
these are left to bleed, because unprotected 
by the epithelial layer. As these vessels be- 
come hypertrophied during the progress of 
the disease, bleeding is more profuse, and this 
has given rise to the name bleeding ulcer. 
Occasionally the veins are enlarged, giving 
rise to the name of varicose ulcer. Again, 
the ulcer will occasiovally be found covered 
with a false membrane, denominated the diph- 
theritic ulcer. ‘ 

A few writers have termed some of these 
ulcers ‘‘ fungus,”’ in consequence of their large 
granulations and profuse hemorrhage. ‘These 
pames have given rise to considerable confu- 
sion, but they only represent the different ap- 
pearances and stages of the same form of ul- 
ceration, to which the term granular alone 
should be applied. 

Eversion of the cervix frequently causes 
granular ulceration. This eversion may be 
induced by high inflammatory action, engorge- 
ment, or by slitting up the cervix for the re- 
lief of other diseases. “ At* times the hyper- 
trophy, which under these circustances may 
take place in the crested folds of the everted 


*Loc. cit, 








Jan. 20, 1872.] 


cervical membraue, produces so great a de- 
gree of convolution and projection as to 
have caused the appellation of fungus, or 
cock’s comb granulation, to be applied to it. 
* * * This is merely an exageration of the 
villous hypertrophy recently mentioned.” 

The prognosis is usually favorable when 
the proper plan of treatment is adopted. The 
time in which recovery takes place is some- 
times drawn out to a considerable length, and 
the treatment in any case will usually require 
* two or three months, and not unfrequently 
six or twelve months. The permanency of 
the recovery will depend on the removal of 
whatever caused and kept up the’ ulcerative 
process. If cervical or ccrporeal metritis ex- 
ist at the same time, this too should be re- 
lieved. In many cases of long standing ul- 
ceration the system has become generally 
deranged, the patient is anemic, nervous, 
dyspeptic, hysteric, etc. These disabilities 
may continue for a time to annoy both patient 
and physician after the ulceration is cured, 
but under a well directed tonic course they 
are usually relieved. 

In the treatment of this affection, the local 
application of remedies, and scarcely less, local 
hygienic measures should be used. But de- 
pendence should not be placed on these alone. 
The ulceration is often only a local manifesta- 
tion of a graver disease behind it ; as metritis, 
endometritis, disease of the cervical canal, or 
flexion of the uterus. The immediate, as well 
as remote causes, should be hunted out and 
attevded to promptly, while at the same time 
topical treatment should not be relinquished. 
In a few cases, however, the local treatment 
alone will effect a rapid and permanent cure. 
“The* disorder which most commonly in- 
duces granular ulceration, is mucous or paren- 
chymatous inflammation at the vaginal ex- 
tremity of the.cervix. The solution of con- 
tinuity to which the caustics are applied, act 
after their application as an issue, and they, by 
derivative and alterative influence, ¢ffect a 
cure.”’ 

To meet general systemic derangement, the 
judgment of the practitioner must be left to 
decide the demands of each case for itself. A 
general tonic course, either of the mineral, 
bitter barks or nerve tonic, will usually be in- 
dicated. For treatment of other diseases of 
the womb, when co-existing with ulceration, 
the means of local treatment ar2 by caustic 

*Thomas, p. 277. 
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injections, suppositories, topical bleeding, 
and occasionally means to have the acrid or 
profuse secretions checked or removed. Of 
these the topical use of caustics is the most 
important. These are applied to the ulcerat- 
ed surface through a speculum. The cylin- 
drical or Hodge speculum usually answers 
every purpose, and is far superior for this pur- 
pose to the bivalve or trivalve speculum. The 
Berne speculum is doubtless the best now in 
use for this or nearly any other operation 
upon the uterus or vagina. It is necessary 
that all of the diseased surface should be ex- 
posed, which can nearly always be done with 
the Hodge speculum, by a little dextrous ma- 
nipulation. The Berne speculum is so well 
adapted to all manner of manipulations that 
a short acquaintance with its use will enable 
the operator to expose any portion of the 
yagina or cervix necessary. The only objec- 
tion I can conceive to it, is the greater liabili- 
ty to expose the external genitals , which should 
never be done unless really necessary in order 
to observe and treat disease located at that 
point. 

The speculum being introduced, the ulcer 
should be cleared of all secretion, as mucus, 
pus, or blood, that may cover its surfase. If 
the granulations are very large, they should 
be snipped off with a pair of long scissor, or 
scraped off; then, ‘after the hemorrhage has 
ceased, the caustic should be applied. Nitrate 
of silver, zinci sulp., caustic potassa, acid ni- 
trate of mercury, carbolic or chromic acid, may 
be used, or even the actual cautery. Of these, 
for by far the greater majority of cases the 
lunar caustic is all that is necessary, and I 
prefer it to any of the therapeutic agents men- 
tioned. This should be applied over the entire 
ulcer thoroughly. It seldom causes any paint 
beyond a mere smarting sensation which soon 
ceases. 

‘After this the patient should be directed to 
use vaginal injections of tepid water largely, 
or if the vaginal walls are greatly relaxed, and 
there is a profuse leucorrheea from the vaginal 
mucous surface, a mild astringent solution, as 
of alum, tannin, sulp. zinci, may,be used io- 
stead of the tspid water. A gallon} should 
be used two or three times a day. For this 
purpose the Davidson’s syringe is a most ex- 
cellent instrument. The female tube being 





+ Some speak, however, of its occasionally causing very 
great pain, «-ausea, headache, and general prostration. 
t This should be stringently carried out. 





50 Communications. 


inserted into vagina for its whole length, the 
fluid should be run through at one sitting. 
This insures perfect cleanliness, a thing as 
necessary in the treatment of uterine ulcera- 
tion as in that of ulcers elsewhere. 

The time for the repetition of the caustic 
application will vary according to the condi- 
tion of the ulcer. Once in eight to twelve 
days being usually sufficiently frequent. In 
an ulcer located on the external surface of the 
body or extremities, which requires cauteri- 
zation, we do not repeat the operation, unless 
for some special reason, as long as it contin- 
ues to heal or throw out healthy granulations. 
The same rule should also attain in the treat- 
ment of uterine ulcers. Between the inter- 
vals of cauterization, vaginal suppositories 
wil] prove useful adjuvants. These may be 
used every night or alternate night by being 
pushed up to the cerv.x at bed-time by the 
patient. These I have usually directed to be 
made of ungt. hydr. nitras, with extract of 
belladonna, and occasionally a drop of carbolic 
acid, the whole in capsule. A very good 
formula for these suppositories is : 

R. Ungt. hydrargyri, aj. 
Acid. tannic, z 
Ulmi pulvis., q-8 

Ft. suppos., vj. 

S.—One to ve used at bed time. 

If the ulcer is irritable or much pain is ex- 
perienced, an annodyne may be added, as 
morphia or extract belladonna. In a case 
where the ulceration is slight, is may be en- 
ticely cured by these suppositories in connec- 
tion with the free vaginal ablutions recom- 
mended. This mode of treatment may some- 
times be successfully adopted, where the 
lady is so strongly tinctured with false mod- 
esty as to prevent the proper uses of the spec- 
ulum and caustic. But in cases of extensive 
ulceration with other grave uterine complica- 
tions, the physician would be very derelict if 
he should depend upon the suppositories and 
injections, to the exclusion of other local 
treatment. 

A medicated sponge or pledget of cotton* 
may be used in a manner similar to the sup- 
positories, but these are objectionable for the 
reason that most of the medicated solution is 
equeezed out and applied to the vaginal walls 
during the process of introduction, instead of 
to the diseased cervix, unless introduced 
through atube. Simpson used and recom- 
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mended dry powders to the ulcer, by means 
of a vaginal tube. This might consist of 
some mild astringent combined with gum 
tragacanth, or ulmus pulvis., or of alterative 
mixtures in powder. 

To keep the ulcerated surface clear of irri- 
tating secretions, or when the secretion is too 
abundant, a large pledget of dry cotton or lint 
may be introduced after each injection, which 
will absorb them, and in their withdrawal parti- 
ally clean the vaginal surface. These should 
have a strong thread attached to facilitate re- 
moval. Topical bleeding is a remedy strongly 
recommended by some authorities, and is in 
many cases of great advantage, but as a rule I 
deem these unnecessary and sometimes damag- 
ing, for we generally find the patient more or 
less anemic, and bleeding will only add to that 
trouble, without anything more of advantage 
than very temporary relief of the local hypers- 
mia. SCANZONI, however, recommends this in 
the following terms: “‘ As* to treatment, the 
most important point is first to diminish the 
hyperemia of the uterus, which on one side 
produces the ulcerations, and on the other 
is kept up by them. The best means of attain- 
ing this end are, to repeat every six or eight 
days local blood-lettings, the action of which 
should be kept up by the continual use of a 
slightly purgative mineral water. * * * * 
We can state that we have never seen these 
depletions which are repeated at such great in- 
tervals exercise any debilitating influence 
upon the system.” Notwithstanding this 
strong statement from so high an authority, I 
would hesitate to practice topical bleeding in 
cases greatly debilitated, or where a sanguin- 
ous discharge was occasionally taking place 
from the diseased surface, and especially if the 
patient was the subject of menorrhagia or 
metrorrhagia. 


The bowels should bealways kept regular, 
by securing one or two easy movements daily. 
This can usually be accomplished when neces- 
sary by one or two dinner pills, or comp. rhei 
pills. Good nourishing diet, easy of digestion, 
should be used. Some authorities strongly 
recommend that the patient be kept in bed. 
This I deem to be bad practice, for the con- 
finement must, to be of utility, last from one 
to several months, which would inevitably 
produce muscular weakness, a tendency to 
constipation, digestive derangements, im- 





*Sims, 
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poverishment of the blood with more or less 
nervousness 2nd mental dissatisfaction, all of 
which sbould be studiously avoided. Much 
better is it for the patient to take abundant 
passive and moderate active exercise, adopt- 
ing at the same time every possible hygienic 
advantages, with which the physician should 
combine a good general tonic course of treat- 
ment. 
( To be continued.) 
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THE CENTRAL NEW YORK MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 


The semi-annual meeting of the Central 
New York Medical Society was held in City 
Hall, Syracuse, Dec. 19, commencing at 11 
o’clock A.M. The organization includes the 
counties of central and western New York. 
The attendance of physicians was very large. 

PRESIDENT’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 


Dr. Hovey, of Rochester, read his inaugu- 
ral address, extracts from which we present 


below : 

In the brief history of the Medical Associa- 

tion of Central New York, we find greater 
rosperity and more permanent good, and a 
orger stride in the advancement of medical 
science than its most ardent founders antici- 
pated. Its meetings have been largely at- 
tended and represented by the best men of 
the profession, who are distinguished through- 
out the State and country for their learning 
and ability. These men have by their talent 
rendered our meetin; s profitable aud interest- 
ing. At each convention a large number of 
well-written essays, on topics well selected 
and properly discussed, have been presented. 

Communities have a right to demand that 
the physicians shali be informed and posted 
on all questions relating to health and dis- 
ease. He is by his profession made the ad- 
viser of and minister to the pan 80 long as 
he follows his profession. It is just as dis- 
honorabie and degrading, professionally, for 
@ medical man in the profession to prescribe 
aroutine of medicines of all diseases without 
investigation of cause or effect, as it is to 
give the infinitesimal dose without knowl- 
edge of the pathology of disease. 

Yesterday I was called to see a child in a 
family who had for several years employed 
the homeopathist persuasion to do their 
medical business, and after a careful investi- 
gation of the patient I prescribed only hygie: ic 
treatment. The mother remonstrated, and 
said “ that her doctors had been in the habit 
of giving from two to four kinds of medicine, 
and they never have asked one-tenth the 
number of questions you have, and she thought 
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her child needed remedies.” Again within 
ten days I was called in consultation with 
a member of the profession, who bad been 
administering a routine of active remedies 
with no apparent appreciation of their nature 
or of the pathology of disease. ‘ 

To avoid difficulties like these, and others, 
the physician should embrace every opportu- 
nity within his reach, and profit not only by 
his own experience but by the united exper- 
ience of others, and by the literature of the 
profession. 


Typhoid Fever and Bowel Hemorrhage. 


Dr. Weed, of Clyde, presented a paper on 
the treatment of hemorrhage of the bowels 
in typhoid fever. Dr. W. referred to the 
grave complication of this hemorrhage and its 
cure. It might be affirmed that in an exhaus- 
tive fever this symptom was an alarming one. 
It had occurred even in convalesence ; various 
astringents had been recommended, but their 
operations were not always s«tisfactory. He 
gave the history of a case where blood was 
passing largely, and the prognosis was most 
unfavorable. The styptic properties of the 
oil of turpentine occurred to him and he re- 
solved to give it a trial; be gave teaspoonful 
doses repeated twice in thirty minutes, and 
then in smaller quantities,as the cases seemed 
to require. The doctor gave a history of sev- 
eral cases of a similar and very severe char- 
acter, in which turpentine had always been 
given with complete success. 


Cathartic Remedy for Albuminuria. 


Dr. Moore, of Rochester, presen ed a care. 
He read a paper at the last session on albu- 
minuria. He had endeavored to enforce the 
idea that albuninuria might remain, as an or- 
ganic disease, for a considerable length of 
time; and during that time there was a 
remedy in cathartics, and that remedy com- 
mon epsom salts. The case was that of a 
patient where the condition of . albuminuria 
was removed by the cathartic treatment. _ 

Dr. Benedict gave the history of a case of 
similar character that had fallen under his 
notice at the time of the last session. The 
patient had been going rapidly downward, 
and he had almust given her up when he 
heard the recommendation ot Dr. Moore, of 
Rochester, at the last meeting. He imme- 
diately gave ber the remedy Dr. D. had rec- 
ommended. and found relief from her dro 
and the difficulty of breathing she had experi- 
enced. In the course of six or seven days the 
dropsy had ceased, and the traces of albumen 
were less marked. She omitted the salts for 
a time, and was taken care of by a physician 
of Utica, who treated her diff-renily. Her 
+ symptoms returned, and again Dr. Benedict 
treated with the salts, and found marked re- 
lief, but she was finally worn out and passed 
away. 

Dr. Campbell,of Skaneateles, had two. cases 
one of which had been treated after Dr. 





Moore’s plan. Sulphate of magnesia he 
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thought had driven away the presence of al- 
bumen, but severe he he had continued; 
in the seventh month she had been taken 
with convulsions ; he had put her under the 
influence of chlorofom for three or four hours, 
and he had given all the sulphate of magnesia 
she could take; she continued through the 
day unconscious and no convulsions, and the 
next day seemed to be improving, but some 
shock occurred. The test showed two-thirds 
albumen ; coma occurred; one hand and foot 
were not used by the patient; artificial de- 
livery followed, when she sank and died in a 
comatose condition. 

Dr. Mowris, inquired whether the saline 
treatment had been successful after scarlet 
oo and Dr. Moore replied in the affirma- 

ve. 


Shamming Lame Backs. 


Dr. Moore made interesting statements re- 
garding what he termed “ malingering lame 

ck, “ whi h might not be inappropriately 
termed “ shamming lame back.”? During the 
war a large number of patients had been sent 
to the Rochester Hospital from New York. 
Some of them claimed to be suffering from 
Jame back, and were lying about the matter. 
The statements of the men had been taken 
because no objective asseveration could be 
reached. How to diagnose the cases object- 
ie was the great problem. The doctor’s 
method was the most ingenious. He suspended 
a trapez°, and the patients were required to 
take hold of the bar and partialiv bear their 
weight by their hands ; while hanging in this 
way, with their feet just touching the floor, 
they could be — rom side to side. With 
the hand he could feel whether the muscles 
on each side of the back relaxed and extended 
naturally. If they did the patients had been 
shamming, and their lame bucks were a myth. 
This method had been most successfully used. 

The Mumps. 

Dr. Eldridge related cases of mumps which 
he had invariably cured (even when orchitis 
had taken place) with an emetic in twelve, 
fourteen or twenty-four hours! He never 
knew the enfétic to fail. 

Resolution Concerning Abortion. 

Dr. Button presented the report of a com- 
mittee, which was unanimously adopted : 

WHEREAS, The subject of criminal abor- 
tion is of vital importance to the community 
and profession ; therefore 

Resolved, That this association fully and 
cordially indorsee and approves the action of 
the American Medical Association and of the 
New York State Medical Society; upon this 
subject, and that we pledge ourselves indi- 
vidually and collectively to discountenance 
and oppose the practice of this crime in the 
community. 

Detection of Abortion. 
ff Dr. Ely Van De Warker, of Syracuse, pre- 
sented the second of his very valuable papers 
on the “ Detection of Criminul Abortion.’ 
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He stated that various methods were adopted 
for the purpose of procuring abortion. The one 
most common where it was induced instru- 
mentally was that of the uterine douche, 
In France, puncture of the membrane was 
usually resorted to—instances of self-probing 
were very common, and ofien resulted in 
death from injury done to the womb. 

Electricity was also used to spur the womb 
to contraction. It is truly a diabolical little 
instrument. The evidences of criminal abor- 
tion, when it is procured either by douche or 
probing, are of a marked character—dribbli 
away of the amniotic fluid, sudden pain, an 
hemorrhage, which culminates in an abortion. 
The fact that a foetus presents signs of life 
when it is expelled, is an evidence of crimi- 
nality. Natural, slow-acting causes always 
cause death of the foetus. An abortion caused 
by drugs is a slow-acting cause, and results in 
a dead foetus. Other interesting points were 
introduced by the spexker. 

Dr. Whedon, of Syracuse, introduced to the 
association a little girl who was afflicted with 
scleroderma. The disease is very rare indeed, 
some of the physicians never before pee | 
met with a case. It was examined with grea 
interest. Dr. W. stated it was yielding to a 
treatment of oil, iron and iodide of potassium. 

President Hovey announced that the next 
session of the society would be held in Roch- 
ester. He hoped all members would come 
prepared with papers and remain to an eve- 
ning session. 

On motion of Dr. Benedict, the association 
adjourned to meet in Rochester the third 
Monday in June next. 


OSWEGO COUNTY (N. Y.,) MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 
Oswego, Dec., 12. 1871. 


This Society met at the Revenue House at 
10 o’clock this morning, and was called to or- 
der by the President, Dr. STEVENS. 


Yellow Fever. 

Assistant Surgeon Brown, U. 8. A., then 
read his paper op Yellow Fever as he saw it 
in 1867 among the U.S troops in New Orleans 
and vicinity. After describing the city of New 
Orleans, its surroundings, and the fear of the 
inhabitants during that dreadful season, the 
doctor explained the different types of fever 
and the symptoms of the same. He gave his 
experience in treating the epidemic. A camp 
of sixty soldiers, situated at New Iberia, La., 
passed the summer of ’67 without a single 
case, although the epidemic prevailed in the 
town to an alarming extent. Disinfection 
was thoroughly carried out, and as a prevent- 
ive a table-spoonful of white mustard seed 
was put into a glass of whisky, and after re- 
maining fifteen minutes the whisky was d 
by the men. The principal thing in cases of 
yellow fever was good nursing, and the Creole 
nurses are the best in the world. Strict 
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quarantine of at least twenty-one days should | 
be enforced in cases of ships coming from in- 
fected ports. 


Poisoning by Opium. 


Dr. Murdoch reported a case of poisoning 
by opium. A lady of melancholy spirits pur- 
chased a two ounce vial of laudanum and took 
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the whole. The doctors gave a very inter- 
esting account of the efforts to relieve the 
patient. Doctors Brown and Stockwell were 
associated in this case. This is the first case 
he knew of where a patient has recovered 
when under the influence of opium so long. 
He attributed the saving of this woman to 
the injection of atropia. 





EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


PERISCOPE. | 


Remarks on Intestinal Obstructions. 


Dr. ROBERT BATTEY, in The Georgia Med 
ical Compaxion makes the following remarks 
on some cases of this nature : 

In the first case cited, it was manifest at the 
post mortem examination that the early use 
of a distensile enema, of even three pints of 
warm water, would have rescued this patient 
promptly and certainly. This inference was ir- 
resistible—as it was the use of purgatives, and 





purgative enemata in th> earlier periods of 
the illness was continued, with a patient 
pertinacity worthy of a happier result. Re- 
peated partial evacuations were obtained, to 
encourage perseverance in the method adopt- 
ed, and yet, as the event proved, all to no good 
end. Why was this so? 

In post-mortem inspections, after intestinal 
obstruction, it is not unfrequently observed 
that restricted areas of both the lesser and 
larger intestines are found to be violentlv 
and permanently contracted down, into a sort 
of cord, by spasm of the muscular coat, while 
adjoining portions above and below are of 
normal or even abnormal distention. It 
seems quite reasonable to infer that this spas- 
modic stricturing of the canal is coincident 
with the severe colicky pains present in the 
history of the case. While this state of firm 
contraction exists at any point in the canal, 
with gaseous distension above and below; 
if violent peristaltic movements be induced 
by the exh'bition of an active purgative, how 
readily would the contracted portion slip 
down and become invaginated in an adjoinin 
dilated part and intussusception be produced. 

A similar action may likewise occur when 
the exciting cause is an irritating or purgative 
enema producing the active peristaltic move- 
ment. 

Again, suppose at some point in the colon 
amass of scybala Recuidiee” ienpacted ; irrita- 
tion of the intestine resuits; colicky pains 
comes on with flatulent distention, white the 
muscular coat is strongly contracted and 





firmly grasping. the mass in its fold. 
Imagine the action of a vigorous purgative 


in such condition, throwing the intestines 
into violent peristaltic commotion; how 
easily might a distended portion above 
reduplicate itself over that below, holding the 
mass in its grasp. Suppose, now, the three 
layers overlying the obstructing material by 
their three-fold muscular power, should expell 
it to a point lower down, and leave an intus- 
susception behind. In this case the fecal 
matters might easily be brought away by pur- 
gatives or purgative enemata, while the in- 
vaginated intestine is by the same agency be- 
ing more and more firmly grasped in muscular 
spasm, and the fate of the poor sufferer effect- 
ually sealed. 

And yet again: suppose a knuckle of intes- 
tine has slipped beneath an adventitious band, 
left by some former local peritonitis, and be- 
come strangulated; the irritation, the pain, 
the intestinal muscular spasm which ensue 
may equally give rise to fatal intus-susception, 
under the stimulus of an active purgative dose. 


Has it been the fortane of the reader to have 
passed his earlier life upon a Georgia planta- 
tion? Has it been his lot to witness in per- 
son, ia its annually recurring season, the 
various stages and manipulations of the com- 
plex art, popularly known by the term “hog- 
killing,’ by which the various tissues and 
organs of that animal are prepared for domes- 
tic uses and human sustenance? Has he ever 
stood over the large tubs of clear spring water, 
containing the “ sausage skins,” as they are 
sometimes called, and observed an old negress, 
who ordiuarily conducts the cleansing process, 
fish up with her finger the end of an intestinal 
tube, insert a joint of reed into its calibre, 
and inflate it with her breath? If so, he has 
taken his first lesson in the management of 
intestinal obstruction. See how the dead 
mass of confused and shapeless membranes 
progressively assumes form and semblance as 
the air distends their parieties. How the 
suddenly become reanimated as it were, an 
rapidly disentangled from the chaotic confu- 
son, wind themselves, like the serpents of 
Laocoon, in graceful curves about the sable 
arm of the operator. Observe more closely, 
as the breath is blown in, and note the pro- 
pelling power of the inflation ; how it causes 
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the in‘estine to withdraw itself as though in- 
stinctive with real life, from an entanglement 
aptly comparable to the Gordian knot, with 
all the ease and grace that a serpent emerges 
from the tangled grass. Take up a loop of 
the intestine in the hand, confine it between 
the fingers, and note with what ready power 
the di-tending inflation withdraws it from your 
grasp. Surely the power of distention from 
below is the very force needed for the relief 
of intestinal obstruction , whatever be iis cause, 
if indeed the cause be removable by human 
- art. 

The requisite distension, for the purpose in 
view, may be obtained by either of three 
methods, namely: first, by forcing air into the 
bowels with a bellows or pump ; secondly, by 
the disengagement of carbonic acid gas in the 
bowels, from the union of tartaric acid and 
bicarbonate of soda, separately introduced ; 
_ third, by the forcible injection of suitable 

uids. 

To the first of these it may well be objected 
that the introduction of atmospheric air into 
the bowels producesirritation ; that irritation 
induces peristaltic movements, muscular con- 
tractions, muscular spasm, all of which tend 
toward insussusception, and antagonize the 
efforts at distention. To the second the same 
objections apply with yet greater force ; and 
the power invoked is eminently uncertain in 
its degree and difficult to be regulated and 
controlled. On the other band, to the dis- 
tensile enema of simple tepid water, no valid 
objection can be urged. It is eminently un- 
irritating, soothing and relaxing even in its 
properties. It exerts a force directly propor- 
tioned to the bulk employed by reason of the 
incompressibility of water, a force which can 
be regulated at will. 1t is always at hand, 
and can be successfully administered, if need 
be, with a hog’s bladder and joint of reed. 

In every case of intestinal obstruction, either 
feared, suspected, or known to exist, where 
the duration does not raise a well grounded 
apprehension of gangrene, an anodyne hav- 
ing been premised; the distensile enema 
ought to be the first, and for the most part 
need be the only power inyoked for the cure. 
In the treatment of colic and fecal impaction, 
itis wise to abstain from the use of active 
purgatives until all spasm of the intestines is 
allayed, and feca) accumu.ations are removed 
by the distensile enema. 


Hydrocele. 


Dr. GEORGE TILDEN, of Omaha, Nebraska, 
sends the following to the Leavenworth Medi- 
cal Herald: 

Mr. C., st. sixty years, called upon me 
about a year since to consider as to the best 
means of relief, by way of some apparatus or 
appliance, from serious inconvenience and 
discomfort and troublesome excoriations, 
arising, as he termed it, from “ enlargement 
of the testicle.’? Upon examination, 1 found 
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a tumor, in form and appearance, precisely 
like that produced by hydrocele, though very 
much above the average size. At this point 
of the examination I suggested that it might 
contain water; he answered, that could not 
be, as he had, from first to last, been care- 
fully examined by three different physicians, 
and each one had told him that it was soli 
and of a cancerous or malignant nature, woul 
sooner or later certainly destroy his life, and 
that they could do nothing for him. To my 
surprise, somewhat, I was enahled to detect 
fluctuation. I then placed a lighted candle on 
one side of the tumor, but could not discern 
the light through it, taking, as I did, the pre- 
caution to stretch the integuments. ‘Though 
transparency and fluctuation were not present, 
this did not quite convince me that the tumor 
was not composed largely of serum. Now it 
is known that these great aids to diagnosis of 
this disease are sometimes wanting as a result 
of thickering of the tunica vaginalis, avd that 
this may sometimes be known by a promi- 
nence it forms along the epididymis. On the 
other hand, in solid tumors of the testicle, no 
euch projection along the epididymis exists, 
My first impression was strengthened, and I 
was anxious to employ the exploring aeedle 
to correct or confirm it. But as my patient 
did not consult me with a yiew to any opera- 
tive procedure, and was a very timid man, I 
experienced no little difficulty in persuading 
him to permit me to make even av explora- 
tory puncture. After confirming my diagno 
sis with this instrument, I evacuated, with the 
common trocar and canula, twenty-eight oun- 
ces of dark colored serum. Perhaps the dark 
color of the fluid cohtributed, in some degree, 
to obscure the anepereney of the tumor, 
Reaccumulation of the fluid took place far 
more rapidly that is usual in such cases, and 
in three weeks the tumor was as large and 
hard asever. I gain evacuated about the 
same amount as before. I used no injection, 
and made no effort « hatever to effect a radical 
cure. Strange to say, the sac did not refill, 
and the patient did not suffer from any of the 
symptoms of inflammation. At the end of 
nine months from the last tapping there was 
no evidence of reappearance of the disease. 
The patient left the city, and I have no furth- 
er history of the case. The tumor, when first 
seen by me, was very hard and tense. It had 
been rapidly developed for a case of hydro- 
cele. These facis, Fae no doubt, contribu- 
ed to throw the physicians, who examined it, 
off their guard. Perhaps, I should state also, 
that the patient had, from time to time, la 
bored under the sy aptoms of sub-acute in- 
flammation of this organ. This might account 
for the unusual thickvess of the tuvica vagin- 
alis, and the pain, perhaps, gave rise to the 
idea of malignatcy. 

There are, I think, two or three features in 
this case that are worthy of notice. It teaches 
the great necessity and importance of employ- 
ing ali the means in our power in arriving ata 
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diagnosis before coming to hasty conclusions. 
Inability to detect, ér the absence of fluctua- 
tion or transparency in a case of hydrocele, is 
no excuse for the utterance of the dark and 

loomy forebodings Sie ie to this patient. 

ore especially is this the case when all 
doubt may be removed by a mean< so harmless 
and a eas the exploring needle, thereb 
saving the physician from reproach and ridi- 
cule, and the patient from the groundless fear 
of death. And another object in reporting 
this case is to call attention to the curious and 
perhaps inexplicible fact that as faras known 
simply by the so-called palliative cure, with- 
out any appreciable resulting inflammation what- 
ever, it is believed, a perfect and complete case 
of hydrocele was effected. as there was not a 
particle of evidence of return of the fluid after 
the lapse of hine months. And the fact that 
such cases do occur should, perhaps, incline 
the surgeon to first employ the palliative 
method rather than resort at once to the more 
hazardous operations performed for the radi- 
cal cure of this infection. 


Belladonna for eR of the Mammary Secre- 
on. 


Dr. THap. A. REAMY writes to the Cin- 
cinnati Clinic, January 6: 

Mastitis is no trivial affair; and mammary 
abscess is a calamity which every conscienti- 
ous obstetrician will spare no pains in avert- 
ing from his parturient patients. When the 
child is still-born, or dies soon after delivery, 
or from any cause cannot be put to the 
mother’s breast, any means which will arrest 
the mammary secretion is at once a desidera- 
tum, 

Belladonna, if properly employed, generally 
matey itself an agent cempetent to sucha 
result. 

The testimony of the profession, however, 
upon this point, is quite conflicting. I need 
not stop to quote the authorities pro. or con. 
They are well known to be pretty equaily 
divided, as to numbers and credibility, each 
founding his opinions upon clinical experi- 
ence. My own testimony is authorized by ob- 
servation of 22 cases in private practice, run- 
ning over a period of 15 years. In 20 cases 
success was perfect. That is, no amount of 
secretion occurred which gave rise to any 
trouble. In several cases no milk was secreted 
at all. In two cases the remedy seemed to 
exert no influence whatever, the milk tubes 
being fully distended within the usual time ; 
in one of them intensé inflammation super- 
vened followed by abscess. It is but fair to 
state, however, that in this case the breast 
which suffered had endured a similar experi- 
ence at a former period, and, from the conse- 
Sr changes of structure, had not recovered. 

n my judgment three important items enter 
largely into the question of success or failure 
with the remedy, viz:: Time when employed ; 
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preparation of the drug; manner of applica- 
tion. 

First, Time. The application should be com- 
menced within a few hours after delivery. 
Usua!ly from forty to seventy hours intervene 
between delivery and full establishment of 
milk secretion. During this entire time the 
remedy should be applied, as it is far easier 
to arrest the secretion in its incipiency than 
when under full headway, to prevent the fill- 
ing of the lacteal vessels, than to dispose of 
their contents, and the coiacident pain and 
inflammation, after they are already filled. 
The plausibility of this proposition seems to 
me sufficiently manifest without argument, 
but is enforced by the views. now most gener- 
ally received, by them who have faith in the 
antigalactic powers of belladonna, as to its 
modus Operundt. 

Second, as to Preparation. An aqueous so- 
lution of the alcoholic extract, say fifty grains 
to the ounce, is preferable either to the fluid 
extract or an ointment—for the simple reason 
that it is more readily absorbed. 

As to mode of Application. Let it be ap- 
plied with the open hand of the nurse over 
the entire gland, or better still, let strips of 
muslin saturated with the solution be applied 
and covered over with oil silk. Let all frie- 
tion be scru 'y avoided as tending power- 
fully to excite secretion in the gland. 

Finally, and for the same reason, let the 
breasts not be emptied of colostrumor of any 
milk which may have been secreted Keep pups, 
pumps and nurses mouths away. No injunc- 
tion made will be more difficult to inforce than 
this ; nurses will insist that “‘a part of the milk 
at Jeast must be abstracted. The breast must 
dry up by degrees,” and yet, who does not 
know that for every drachm of milk drawn 
six drachms will be secreted as a consequence 
of the abstraction. 

I may be excused for insisting with my pro- 
fessional brethren who may wish to give the 
remedy a fair trial, that if on the second or 
third day, a8 may often occur, there should be 
some general fever accompanied with more or 
less pain and fullness of the breasts, no alarm 
need be suffered; do not be driven to abandon 
the treatment; all those symptoms will sub- 
side ii, a few- hours. 

In this connection I am informed by my col- 
league, Prof. Jas. T. Whittaker, who was for 
six months a pupil in the Vienna General Hos- 
pital, that it is the uniform practice in that in- 
stitution upon the iniervention of the first 
symptoms of inflammation in a mammary 
gland, to wet nurse the child, and thus remove 
every source of irritation. And he saw ro 
cases of mammary abscess in any ward in that 
immense charity. I am gratified thus to have 
attested by the experience of extended hospi- 
tal practice, the truth of principles which I 
bad settled upon as the result of personal ob- 
servation in private practice. I have spoken 
only of belladonna for arrest of secretion in 
cases where desired. Ina future article I shall 
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give my experience with it, in the manage- 
ment of inflamed and painful breasts where 
lactation was permitted to go on. 


Black Small-pox and its Tr:atment. 


Mr. JOHN AIKEN, of Glasgow, has the fol- 
lowing valuable article in the Glasgow Medi- 
cal Journal : 

The onset of this fearful form, in most of 
its symptoms, resembles that of ordinaty 
small-pox. It is attended by the usual sick. 
ness, fever, furred tongue, etc., but in addi. 
tion there is very great oppression of the 
breathing, and great prostration of strength. 
The pain in the back, so often looked upon as 

thognomonic, is quite a variable symptom, 
its place bei g occupied by the hurried and 
oppressed respiration. The patient is usually 
brought to the hospital about the fourth or 
fifth day of the disease, but in a few cases we 
have had the privilege o. observing its pro- 
gress from an earlier date. The ordinary 
state of patients on admission, and progress 
of the disease, may be described as follows: 

The patient lies on his back, apparently 
exhausted, the legs stretched out, and the 
arms and hands lying. as if powerless, by the 
sides. The face is flushed, and a deep red 
color, with more or less of a cyanotic: hue. 


The respirations are hurried, imperfect, and. 


not filling the chest—often exceeding 30 per 
ninute. The pulse runs from 100 to 140, 
and, at this time, is full, but soft, and 
often intermitting. The skin is hot, and 
gives to the hand a feeling of acridity, 
while the thermometer records from 104° Far. 
to 106° Far., and in one 1082°. In many 
cases, and especially in the early stage, the 
ekin is excessively tender, the patient suffering 
acute pain, even from an attempt to examine 
the state of the pulse if not very gently con- 
ducted. The cornes are preternaturally 
bright, and sometimes the conjunctive are in- 
jected while the eyelids are swollen and of 
the same dusky redas the face. The skin on 
' the surface of the body has a similar appear- 
ance. This congestion, for the first few days, 
disappears on pressure, but is freely inter- 
mingled with a punctated ecchymo is. In the 
most rapidly ‘atal of those cases, there is al- 
most no trace of a vesicular rash, while in 
others a few scattered vesicles of ordinary 
size may be distinguished, and in most favora- 
ble cases a very flat rash of a vesicular nature 
may be found shining through the cuticle like 
80 many white spots, yet never developing 
sufficiently to be perceptibly raised above the 
surface of the skin. It can be felt beneath 
the cuticle like grains of sand freely sprinkled 
over the skin. 

As the case proceeds, the points of echy- 
mosis, sometimes slowly, but sometimes with 
fearful rapidity, increase in size and number, 
and, coalescing, form large collections of ex- 
travasated blood. A similar effusion soon 
takes place from the conjunctival ves- 
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sels, 80 aa to form mere sacs of dark-colored 
blood, more or leSs butying the cornem, 
Should the patient be a female, from a com 
paratively early period in the case we find 
uterine hemorrhage. This may commence at 
any period between the second and fifth day, 
but more frequently toward the fifth. Ag 
first the blood 1s fluid and dark in color, but, 
as the quantity increases, is is discharged in, 
the form of large, dark-colored clots, whieh 
are easily broken down. In some cases the. 
quantity lost may be so great as actually to 
cause death. Such was the case in E.R.,a 
young woman twenty-three years of age, who 
died with all the symptoms of post partum 
hemorrhage, on the seventh day of the dis. 
ease. A careful inquiry could elicit no posei- 
bility of early ‘pregnancy; ia fact, the girl 
stated that she had menstruated almost 
immediatesy before her present illness. «It, 
occasionaliy happens that haemorrhage occurs 
at or near a menstrual period; but althvugh 
this is a noteworthy circumstance, it is nota 
fact of great clinical importance. The ordin- 
ary menstruation occurs, as usual, during 
small-pox, often slightly increaced in quantity; 
but this has no prejadicial effect, but rather 
the reverse, as it frequently is followed bya 
relief of the mental disturbance, and occasion- 
ally an abortion of the rash. If, however, the 
case be one of hemorrhagic small-pox, the 
quantity discharged soon becomes excessive, 
and all the characters of normal menstruation 
are lost. Toward the close of the fifth or on 
the sixth day ( sometimes a little later if the 
patient be a female), the sputa become rust- 
colored, and the oppression of the breathing 
rapidly increases. The quantity of blood be- 
comes greater hour by hour, until the expec- 
toration has the appearance of tar mixed with 
viscid mucus. In one case, to which we shall 
afterward have to refer, bright arterial blood. 
welled from the mouth in the form of a fice 
froth for several hours. It was carefully as- 
certained that in this case there wae no epis- 
taxis. The urine about the same time becomes 
first tinged or smoky, and then loaded with 
dark colored blood—never ia the form of clots, 
but occasionally containing fine shreds. The 
stools toward the close contain blood in large 
amount, either in a tarry state intimately in- 
termingled with feces or in a fluid state evi- 
dently shed from the lower bowel—the fecal 
matter, when distinguishable, being very pale 
in color and clay-like. 

The subcutaneous ecchymoses increase un- 
til large masses collect in a cellular tissue, dis- 
tending it, and raising lumps as if of recent 
bruises. Sometimes this takes place in the 
forehead and eyebrows, causing them to over- 
hang the eyes, and giving to the whole face a 
most repulsive expression. 

Such a state never lasts long. The tempera- 
ture, which has hitherto been six or seven de- 
grees above the normal, suddenly falls be- 
neath it; the pulse runs up until it is almost 
uncountable, frequently intermitting and 
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very feeble; the respirations increase in 
frequency and decrease in efficiency, the air 
being but little carried into the lungs though the 
struggles «f the patient for breath, are agoni- 
zing. Blood pours from all the mucous sur- 
faces, and, oozing through the distended con- 
junctive, trickels over the cheeks with the 
tears—giving to the face, already sunken and 
death-like, an aspect more disgusting than it 
is possible to describe, and causing one to 
wish for the termination which so soon re- 
lieves the sufferer. During the greater part 
of the time the patievt retains his conscious- 


~ ness, and it is only at the very conclusion that 


the sufferings are veiled by the advent of 
semi-coma. In children I have seen obstinate 
bleeding from scrofulous ulcers on the neck. 
The blond shed was fluid and very dark in 
color, and the bleeding was not controlled by 
touching the surface of the ulcers with nitrate 
of silver. 

Until the end of May last not a single case 
was known to have recovered. 

Before long I became sati- fied that we had 
to deal, not with extraordinary virulence ot 
the small-pox poison, but with its development 
in a peculiarly fitting soil; in fact, that it was 
not the epidemic nature of the disease, but 
the condition of the patient, which was the 
main determining cause of the pe A for 
tunate sequence of cases suggested the seat of 
the mischief. It was a well known fact that 
a change of residence from the country or a 
small town, where a person has been con- 
stantly employed in the open air, to a large 
city and an in-door employment, is followed 
by very marked symptoms of yi oom ner- 
vous energy. This history and these symp- 
toms preceding the commencement of the 
attack I found in a number of consecutive 
cases, and I was thus led to extend my in- 
quiry into other causes of enervation 
in the previous history of the patient. 
Epilepsy, paralysis, chorea, and other 
causes of impairment of the nervous sys- 
tem, a in the previous history of 
some, while in others, where the cause of 
nervous lesion was not so evident, nothin, 
more than previcus symptoms could be elici- 
ted, attributed to confinement in close or ill- 
ventilated work-sho; s, heat, or some other 
depressing agency. The great prostration 
and the tendency to hypostatic congestions 
which I observed invariably in such cases 
strengthened my opinion. Having thus been 
satisfied that the lesion lay in the nervous 
system, the next step was to try what could 
be done in the way of treatment. I chose 
strychnia as the most powerful nervine tonic 
with which I was acquainted, and determined 
to push its use to the greatest extent possible. 
The following was the mixture used : 


R. Liquoris Strychnie, 
Tinet. ferri hydrochlor., aa fi: 
Inf. quassiz, ad Zviijy. M. 
Sig.—Ove wo be given every three 
hours. 





Periscope. $7 


Considerable fear was entertained at first 
lest mischievous effects should be produced by 
the large doses of the strychnia in the ex- 
bausted state of the patient. but experience 
showed that 3jss of the Liquor might be given 
in the twenty-four hours,if the case was very 
severe, and yet no physiological effect be 
duced; while in an ordinary case, in which 
merely 3j per diem had been given, slight 
trismus and pain and twitching in the muscles 
of the neck resulted. 

In those instances in which the case came 
under treatment early, our results were very 
satisfactory. If the hemorrhage had not yet 
commenced, it was often prevented, or merely 
occurred to such an extent as to show the ten- 
dency; while if it had commenced, packing in 
wet sheets for a few hours was found a most 
valuable adjunct to the treatment. Mr. Greaves 
had Steep | satisfied himself that this prac- 
tice had a beneficial, though transient, effect 
upon the hemorrhage; but it had been 
discontinued on account of the great ex- 
haustion it produced, which we now found 
could be avoided by the combination and 
the administration of a small dose of stimu- 
lant on the removal of the pack. The next 
beneficial effect noted was the relief to the 
respiration. The crepitus, which before could 
be heard all over the back of the chest, dimin- 
ished, and the respirations became much more 
efficient and decreased in frequency. The 
color of the tace improved, the pulse became 
steadier, and. the ecchymosis disappeared. 
The rapidity with which this latter effect took 
place was a matter of great astonishment to 
usall. I have seen a young man brought in 
with the whole skin like the color of the bloom 
upon a plum, the breathing rapid and op- 
pressed, the urine containing a large quan- 
tity of blood, while not a trace of rash 
could be found on the body; and in three 
days the ecchymosis disappeared, the breath- 
ing became tranquil,‘the urine clear, and 
a copious small vesicular rash was devel- 
oped upon the skin. This now introduces the 
next feature—viz., the development of the 
rash. This usually takes place toa greater 
or less extent within the first twenty-four 
hours of treatment ; but it is not the ordinary 
rash of small-pox. It consists of a greater 
number of minute vesicles, which continue 
flat, and as the case progresses, c alesce, de- 
taching large pieces of the cuticle, which is 
raised inte enormous blebs sometimes stand- 
ing three-fourths of an inch above the surface, 
and filled with a sero-purulent fluid. These 
bnret and form crusts which eventually fall 
off, leaving no pits, but a tender pink skin 
beneath, which was often the: seat for some 
time afterward of furfuraceous desquamation. 
This development of rash after the use of 
strychnia I have seen in cases not of a hem- 
orrhagic type, and was thus led to adopt the 
rule never to give it until the rash 
declared itself. 

My colleagues and myself have now treated 
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in this way over forty cases which came under 
treatment at atime when there was a possi- 
bility of doing them yood—viz., either before 
the commencement of hemorrhage, or before 
it had become alarming; and we have had the 
satisfaction of guiding fully two-thirds of such 
cases to a successful termination ; while under 
any other method we believe they would 
have died. 


Value of Disinfectants. 


Dr. Endeman, assistant chemist to the 
Board of Health, New York, at the request 
of numerous members of the Lyceum of Na- 
tural History of Kent City, gave a sketch of 
experiments tried with various disinfectants, 
under the direction of the Board of Health, 
taking them up in the following order: 

1. Metropolitan disinfecting fluid. This fa- 
mous disinfectant is composed of 90 per cent 
of a saturated solution of seequichloride of 
iron, aud 10 per cent of carbolic acid. If it 
be entirely neutral, its oreration is quite ef- 
fective; but the chief difficulty encountered 
with it was in its acid character, which de- 
stroyed articles brought in contact with it, and 
often liberated bad gases. 

2. Girondin disinfecting fluid is composed 
of zinc aud copper salts, and can only be ob- 
tained on alarge scale in countries where 
these salts are the incidental products in ex-. 
tensive chemical manufactures. 

3. Chloralum had been subjected to a tho- 
rough trial, and found wanting. It is essen. 
tially composed of the hydrated sesquioxide 
of aluminum, and in its action has the ten- 
dency to liberate sulphuretted hydrogen in- 
8 of fixing it. 

4. Bromo-chioralum is the yrseeting with 
a little bromine added to it; but as this bro- 
wine is in combination with alkaline bases, it 
is of no effect ; and the disinfectant was found 
to be no better than it should be. The fact 
was brought out that forty years ago, M. Gan- 
nal, in France, proposed chloride of aluminum 
for the embalming of bodies, but did not 
seem to find acceptance, and was forgotten 
until Mr. Gamgee recently revived it for the 
gyencevesive of meat. It appears to have 

enppalnted the expectations that were raised 
in reference to it; and also as a disinfectant 
and antisepric its value has been overrated 

5. Egyptian powder was declared to be 
only a little less disgusting than the bad odor 
it was intended to disinfect. The remedy 
was worse than the disease. It appears to be 
essentially clay, mixed witha few per cent. of 
the carbolic acid containing in refuse tarry 
liquids, and was said to have a decidedly disa- 
greeable smell. 

6. Dry earth and peat. Dr. ENDEMANN 
gave us the result of bis experience, that for 
the disinfecting of night soil, there was noth- 
ing so valuable as dry earth and peat. Other 
disinfectants poisoned the rich soil and de- 
stroyed vegetation, but the simple earth pre- 
vented the growth of germs, and thus stopped 
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the spread of disease and added to the growth 
of plants. We cannot dispense with disinfect: 
ants and antiseptics on all occasions, but there 
are many instances where dry earth could be 
more effective, while it is cheaper and more 
easily handled. 





Reviews and Book Notices. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


The Transactions of the American Medical 
Association. Vol. xxii. Philadelphia: 
Printed for the Association. 1871. 1 vol., 
8vo., cloth. Pp. 393. 


The minutes of the last meeting of the 
American Medical Association were pub- 
lished in this journal, avd, therefore, require 
no further notice. Omitting these, the cnde 
of ethics, and the routine reports of the offi- 
cers, it leaves about two hundred pages of the 
present volume devoted to subjects of scien- 
tific interest. This is no flattering exhibit 
for such a body, but quite as much, perhaps, 
as‘we can expect from it, under its circum- 
stances. The progressive diminution in size 
and value of the Transactions, is a most sig- 
nificant fact. 

The report of the Committee on Medical 
Education is a carefully compiled paper, but 
is disfigured (p. 143, etc.,) by a forcible intru- 
sion of political questions, contrary to. good 
taste. Dr. Hatch’s Report on the Climatolo- 
gy of California contains much that is inter- 
esting on that subject. It betrays, however,a 
tendency to indiscriminate praise which facts 
do not yet bear out. Dr. A. B. Hawley’s Re- 
port on Minnesota is carefully drawn up, and 
instructive. The Report on Criminal Abor- 
tion is a rhetorical article, hardly suited to 
what this volume purports to be, although the 

rintiples advocated are sound enough. Dr. 

aul. F. Eve contributes a condensed report 
of one hundred cases of lithotomy, lithotrity, 
etc., from his own practice. Dr. A. S. Hud- 
son’s article in Luxated Elbow—a valuable 
surgical observation—deserves study. The 
prize essays are on the Cheniical Constitw 
tion of the. Bile, by D. Edward R. Tayior, of 
Culifornia, and on a method of ‘treating per- 
sons apparently dead from drowning, etc., by 
Dr. Benjamin Howard. The former does not. 
contain any results of grignial research ; the 
latter appears to be a development of Dr. 
Howard’s article, published a few years ago, 
in Dr. Béard’s work on Domestic Medicine, en- 
titled ** Our Home Physician.’’ Such are the 
transactions for this year. 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The arrangements for the meeting of the 
American Medical Association in this eity, 
we are glad to learn, are progressing satisfac- 
torily. Arrangements have been completed 
with all but one or two of our hotels for a de- 
cided reduction in the price of board per diem. 
Most of the railway and steamboat lines 
throughout the country will make a material 
reduction in their charges, some of them giv- 
ing return tickets free to those who holda 
certificate from the Permanent Secretary. 
These certificates will be obtained of the sec- 
rétary during the session of the association. 

It is the wish of the committee of arrange- 
ments to make the approaching meeting a 
success in a literary and scientific po‘nt of 


view, and to this end it is hoped that volun-. 
leer papers of real practical value will be pre- 


tented on various subjects by members of the 
profession from: ‘all sections of the country. 
There is no class of physicians who are more 
capable than. many of our country practition- 
ers of giving’ experiences and observations 
of value fromveveryday praftice. Those who 
propose, to send or bring papers should notify 
the Permanent Secretary, Dr. W. B. ATKIN- 
80N, 1400 Pine street, this city, as early as 
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possible, giving title and probable length of 
paper, as ten, fifteen, twenty minutes, etc., as 
the case may be. 


A STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 

An efficient, intelligent, active State Board 
of Health ought to be appoisted in every 
State in the Union. Massachusetts has set 
an admirable example in that respect, and it 
ought to be followed. The amount of infor- 
mation which has been collected by the Massa- 
chusetts Board has proved of inestimable 
value, not to that State alone, but to all per- 
sons, everywhere, interested in ameliorating 
the condition of the race. 

The suggestion on this subject by the Gov- 
ernor of Pennsylvania in his last annual mes- 
sage is timely, and ought to be carried out 
withou is words are : 


‘* Many eminent medical and other scien- 
tific gentlemen have suggested that the or- 
ganization of a State Board of Health, under 
the auspices of the Legislature, would be 
greatly conducive tothe general welfare of 
the people of the Commonwealth. After ma- 
ture deliberation I thoroughly accord in this 
opinion. Local boards of health may answer 
the purposes for which they are established ; 
but their fields of operation are limited, and 
they cannot accomplish the objects, contem- 
plated by the appointment of a general State . 
Board. The prevalence of yellow fever in 
former years, which spread beyond the boun- 
daries assigned to the Philadelphia Board; 
the devastation produced by the smali-pox 
during the past year ; the fact that the Asiatic: 
cholera is marching over its old track to, 
our very doors ; and the many other influences, . 
which constantly threaten the health of our 
citizens, seem imperatively to demand the 
creation of as efficient a sanitary institution 
as legislative wisdom can possibly devise. 

‘The Board could be formed s me what simi- 
lar to that of Public Charities. The expense 
to the State need be no greater, while the ben- 
efits to be derived are incalculable. The head 
of the Board should be a pbysician of undoubt- 
ed respectability in regard to every necessary 

acquirement, and large experience in the prac- 
tice of his profession, while the Board might 
consist of five or more medical men, resident 
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in different parts of the State, who would per- 
form the duties, if not gratuitously, at least at 
a very moderate cost. The general objects 
should be clearly specified and defined ; and 
each member should exercise a careful super- 
vision over the sanitary condition of the dis- 
trict of the State to which he might be assign- 
ed. The appointment of such a Board cannot 
result otherwise than in great sanitary re- 
forms.”’ ‘ras eewensintees 

he unusual prevalence of epidemic “di- 
seases, and the needless waste of life in our 
mining districts through ignorance of sanitary 
laws, speak plainly of the propriety of action 
of this character. 

The condition of our penal and charitable 
institutions requires constant supervision, 
which such a Board ought to give. The limi- 
tation of the crying evil of prostitution in 
the great cities must sooner or later be at 
tempted. The enforcement of general pro- 
tective measures, such as vaccination, will 
soon become necessary. The adoption of 
measures looking toward collecting accurately 
the vital statistics of our population ought not 
to be postponed. The evils of adulterated 
articles of food and drink, and especially the 


effecis of alcoholic liquors on the general . 


health, should be investigated. In fact, the 
field is a vast one, and it cannot be entered 
too early. 


CLIMATE IN DISEASE. 

Having had occasion lately to look over a 
number of reports on climatology, we could 
not but feel astonished at the absolutely 
ehaotic condition in which our knowledge of 
that subject is at present. Principles of the 
saost diverse complexion are advanced, as if 
none others had even been advocated. While 
experience, that test which we naturally look 
to as most satisfactory, here seems quite as 
mouch at fault. 

Narrowing the inquiry to a single disease, 
and limiting our investigation to what is con- 
sidered the most desirable climate for persons 
affected with tuberculosis of the lungs, the dis- 
erepancy is just as great. 


Editorial, 
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In nearly all the reports there is evident 
either a strong local bias which induces the 
reporter to praise some spot in his own neigh- 
borhood, on insufficient grounds ; or else there 
is an obvious prejudice in favoror against 
some particular kind of climate—moist or dry, 
the mountainous or marine. 

Of course, in all such reasoning error is sure 
to appear. Dr.C. THEODORE WILL’ AMs is 
unquestionably correct when he says that no 
one condition of climate assigns immunity 
from the disease, or any approaeh to it. (Pul- 
monary Consumption, p.302.) This writer calls 
attention to the fact that most cases of phthisis 
are derived from one of two quite diverse 
causes, to wit, inflammatory affections of the 
lungs, or else from septic influences. These 
varieties of the disease demand corresponding 
varieties of climate. 

The equable, moist, moderately stimulating 
atmosphere of healthy marine localities in 
the warm latitudes are suited to cases of con- 
sumption of inflammatory origin, as are also 
the calm inland climates of the upper Nile, 
Pisa, etc. 

For consumption originating in septic influ- 
ences, as where of a scrofulous character, a 
climate of great purity and dryness is indi- 
cated, such as is best found at considerable 
heights above the sea level. Such can be 
found on the elevated plateaux of the Andes, 
the Mexican Cordilleras, and New Mexico, 

The custom prevalent with us of sending 
consumptive patients to dry inland localities, 
of no great elevation, as Minnesota, about St. 
Paul, and parts of Canada, does not meet with 
favor with Dr. WILLIAMS, in view of the evi- 
dence he has collected. (Ibid, p. 307.) 

In the last volume of the Transactions of 
the American Medical Association, in a report 
op the climatology and epidemics of Minne- 
sota, by Dr. HawyEy, inquiry is made into 
the effects of the climate of that State, with 
special reference to its sanitary action in con- 
sumption. When this disease is developed, 
that is to say, has reached the stage of soften- 
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ing and partial expulsion of tubercles, the 
end, according to the report of the majority 
of physicians of the State, is hastened in by 
far the greater number of cases by the climate 
of Minnesota. In incipient disease the effect 
of the climate is favorable, by acting as a 
stimulus, and aiding digestion and the as- 
similation of food for its conyersion into good 
blood. Dr. SWEENEY, of Red Wing, gives bis 
opinion, as the result of twenty-one years’ ex- 
perience in the State, that 90 per cent. of 
cases in which the diagnosis of consumption 
is certain, will die of the disease within two 
years. From the reports received, we learn 
that 52 cases of the disease originated in Min- 
nesota, of which 35 were of known predisposi- 
tion. Dr. SrinKLER, of St. Cloud, states that 
out of 30 cases examined, 20 per cent. origi- 
nated in the State, and all of them with pre- 
disposition. 

The same subject is discussed by Dr. HaTcH 
of Sacramento, in the report:on the climatol 
ogy of California in the same volume. He 
mentions different districts which are repre- 
sented to be well adapted to be the residences 
of invalids with weak lungs and a tendency to 
consumption. Preference is given to the 
mountain ranges at an elevation of more than 
7,000 feet above the sea level, in the summer 
season, and there are spots at which even in 
the winter invalids might remain with advan- 
tage. For a winter’s stay, selection will be 
made of some of the valleys in the extreme 
" southern portion of the State, and especially 
in San Diego and San Barbara. Consump- 
tion is a common disease both in San Fran- 
cisco and Sacramento. 

There is an absence in both these reports 
of a distinction between inflammatory and 
séptic cases of phthisis ; and as is justly re- 
marked by Dr. Hewitt, of Minnesota, the 
States are too young, too recently populated, 
to form a just opinion on their merits. He 
candidly says, that among practitioners in the 
State, as to the influence of the climate of the 
State upon strumous diathesis, and upon in- 
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cipient and developed phthisis pulmonalis, 
the reports received indicate much apparent 
difference of opinion. All admit that the pe- 
culiar influence of the climate is a stimula- . 
ting one; that it quickens the circulation and 
improves the quality of the blood, when there 
is organic power enough to carry on the pro- 
cess; and that it does this by improving di- 
gestion and aesimilation of food. All agree, 
too, that chronic affections of the mucous air 
passages are very frequent. 

It is contrary to every sound principle, 
therefore, to expect that the dry, stimulating 
climate of Minnesota will benefit phthisis 
where local irritability is a marked symptom. 
Dr. HEWwITT’s 1easoning is to the effect that 
in the incipient disease the effect of the cli- 
mate, if favorable, is to be found in the aid 
which it affords the system, enabling it to.ar- 
rest the progress of the disease. A reason 
for believing this to be the true solution of 
the question of influence he finds in the fact 
that persons in this stage, supposed cured, 
after residence there, on returning to their 
homes, very frequently redevelop the disease, 
rapidly decline and die. 

This may be correct. It is clear, however, 
that before much is accomplished in the direc- 
tion of climatology for consumptives, the dis _. 
ease itself must be studied more closely with 


that object in view, and the necessary distine- 
tion drawn between its varieties. 


* 
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An Annual Exhibition for the Philadelphis 
Meeting of the American Medicai 


The undersigned, Chairman and Secretary 
of the Committee of Arrangements of the 
American Medical Association, have been 
authorized to invite attention to the project 
of an exhibition of objects interesting to the 
medical profession, to be held in Philadelpttia 
during the next session of the Association. 
This exhibition has been suggested as a desira- 
ble amplification of what has be«'n customary 
on these occasions; and is expected to re- 
semble, more or less, the displays of this kind 
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which are prominent features of the annual 
meetings of the British Medical Association. 
The aim of the committee will be, in this 
attempt, to provide for the practical and 
scientific entertainment ot the members of the 
Association. Their design is to form a collec- 
tion of instruments, apparatus, specimens, 
preparations, models, drawings, plates, books, 
and all other proper objects that may be ob- 
tained or presented in good time for the pur- 
pose ; and so to arrange it for exhibition as to 
bring it under the convenient observation of 
every delegate and professional visitor. They 
hope, in this manner, without any sacrifice of 
the usual regard for their guests, to give to 
the arrangements as much of a professional 
character a3 may be in their power. Their 
desire is to aid in advancing the , practical in- 
terests of the Association, by affording, 
through an always useful channel, some more 
direct means, as well as signs, of technical and 
scientific progress, as an attractive addition to 
the ordinary routine of written and verbal 
communications and discussions. 


No mere display of local wealth and variety | 


of means and appliances, or of individual 
superiority, will be encouraged beyond what 
is entirely incidental to the general purpose ; 
nor will there be any attempt on the part of 
the committee to present representative or 
historical collections, although such collec- 
tions may be cordially welcomed. Competi- 
tion and completeness, therefore, are not to 
be expected. No special reports or compara- 
tive statements need be looked for; nor will 
the committee be responsible for the merits 
or demerits of the several objects exhibited, 
although obliged to exercise control as to ad- 
mission and location. Novelty, recentuess, 
and practical character will necessarily have 
weight in determining precedence ; but not at 
the expense of whatever may be deemed es- 
pecially characteristic or interesting, whether 
old or new. In a word, under their limitation 
of time, space, and means, they cannot un- 
dertake a general exposition or an industrial 
fair. Further and more specific details will 
be published as soon as practicable. 

The committee confidently hope for en- 
couragement and assistance, in an early prac- 
tical response from their professional breth- 
ren, and others who may haye objects of in- 
terest to ofter. They are bound to remind 
all concerned, however, that the contemplat- 
ed collection must of necessity be, as much as 
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practicable, select and charcteristic rather 
than varied and extensive. It ought to be 
comprehensive, but can hardly be very full. 
EDWARD HARTSHORNE, 
D. MurRAY CHESTON. 
They cannot promise much success in a first 
experiment—undertaken at unavoidably short 
notice—beyound that of the pioneer in prepar- 
ing the way for something better in the future, 
in the light of experience, and with more time 
and opportunity for concerted action. Theor 
iginal intention was not to venture beyond Phil- 
adelphia and the neighboring cities in search 
for material—a restriction which seemed to be 
required by the limited space at the disposal of 
the committee, and the consequently greater 
difficulty of selection from the larger number 
of objects likely to be offered in answer toa 
general call. Nor was it doubted that a noti- 
fication of the contemplated arrangement, to 
the societies and schools represented in the 
Association, would obtain sufficient attention 
to secure at least one object of the committee 
in encouraging a general desire to develop and 
produce the largest amount of illustration, as 
well as evidence, of professional improvement. 
Further consideration, however, has led to the 
present announcement; so that exhibitors 
from more distant parts of the country may 
have an opportunity to send their contribu- 
tions—mainly for the benefit, however, of the 
members of the Association, for whose especial 
information and entertainment the exhibition 
j8 to be prepared. 


Sugar Determination in Urine. 

Professor SEEGEN read a paper before the 
Medical Society of Vienna, on ‘‘ Sugar Deter- 
mination,”’ in which he first detailed the im- 
portance to the physician of proving the 
presence of sugar in urine, and then dwelt 
upon the contradictory results of existing 
methods of analysis, especially in regard to 
the presence of sugar in many physiological 
conditions, as for instance, during pregnancy 
and during the period of suckling, after in- 
halation of chloroform and ether, etc. The 
author was thereby induced to test all exist- 
ing methods, and he arrived at the following 
results: 

We have no reagent to prove minute traces 
of sugar dissolved in urine beyond doubt, and 
to the exclusion of other analogous substances. 

All statements as to the presence of minute 
quantities of sugar in many physiological and 
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pathological conditions must be received with 
caution. 

Normal urine does not contain it in suffi- 
ciently large quantities to allow of its deter- 
mination. 

Normal urine contains minute quantities of 
reducing substances, but whether they consist 
of sugar, partially or wholly, cannot be deter- 
mined with our known tests. 

Albuminous Urine and a New Reagent.—The 
precipitate obtained by heating urine with 
nitric acid is carefully washed to remove the 
last traces of urine, and it is then redissolved 
in a little potash,a few drops of Fehling’s 
copper solution added; a fine violet colora- 
tion is instantly produced, especially with a 
strong solution; the reaction is very charac 
teristic, and readily shows one per cent. of 
albumen. 


Local Application of Sulphuric Acid in the 
Treatment of Diseased Bone. 

In a communication to the Lancet, Dr. JoHN 
Ross states thathe has lately successfully 
treated two cases on the above method, .as 
recommended by Mr. PoLtock. In one of the 
cases, that of a railway guard, whose leg had 
been amputated below the knee at the Ches- 
terfield Hospital, and where sloughing of the 
stump by exposure of the tibia followed, a lo. 
tion was applied compcsed of equal parts of 
sulphuric acid and water, and in a very few 
days the piece of bone was easily removed by 
gentle force. In the case of the second pa- 
tient, who was admitted to hospital with a se- 
vere compound comminuted fracture of the 
tibia and fibula, and mach contusion of the 
soft parts, and where, notwithstanding the 
great care taken of his case, exposure of the 
tibia took place, sulphuric acid lotion was em- 
ployed for three weeks, at the expiration of 
which time the bone became detached, and 
was easily removed. 


An Outrageous Case. 

The Delaware Tribune, published at Wil- 
mington, is responsible for the following: If 
the facts are as stated, the man first applied 
to is unworthy of the name of physician, and 
should be disowned and exposed by the pro- 
fession. The case occurred in Sussex county, 
Delaware. We hope, and believe, that it is 
not as bad as represented, for we cannot con- 
ceive that a physician could be guilty of such 
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an outrage. We shall be happy to publish a 
contradiction : 

Last Saturday night (Dec. 30th), the wife of 
a gentleman, residing near Delmar, Sussex 
county, was confined, and a prominent physi- 
ciau of Laurel was sent for, he having been 
proviensia: engaged for the duty. He now, 

owever, declined to go unless the fee was 
paid in advance. Another physician was 
nexi summoned, but he was sick, and unable 
to turn out in the storm, and a third being 
applied to positively refused to go. 

n this dilemma, the mouvey was obtained 
and tendered to the first physician, but he now 
excused himself, and declined te leave his 
domicil, where he was snugly quartered, and 
go to the relief of the suffering woman. Asa 
ast resort, a physician was sent for from Del- 
mar, who went, but the lateness of the hour 
at which he was called in rendered it impos- 
sible for him to afford proper relief, and the 
woman diei—died, we re told, in the most 
excruciating torture. He gave it as his pre- 
fessional opinion, however, that, had med cal 
assistance been rendered at first, the woman 
— have safely survived her maternal 
peril. 


Compulsory Vaccination. 

Gov. Geary, of Pennsylvania, recommends 
in his annual message that some steps shall 
be taken to force the community to be vacci- 
nated. After citing various opinions as to the 
utility of the measure he adds: ‘‘ The neces- 
sity, therefore, for a compulsory vaccination 
law and its utility is also demonstrated by un- 
answerable statistics, contained in the report 
of the port physician, herewith submitted.” 
Such a law, if it could be enforced, would be 
a blessing to the Commonwealth. 


——We are making preparation for issuing, 
as early as possible, J. M. TONER’s MEDICAL 
REGISTER AND DIRECTORY OF THE UNITED 
StatsEs. Circulars are being sent to over 50,- 
000 physicians—every physician whose name 
can be obtained—asking for information. It 
is to be hoped that these circulars will be 
promptly responded to, and that all will ren- 
der aid in perfecting this important work. 


Influence of Marriage on the Duration of Life. 

M. BERTILLON lately read before the Acad- 
emy of Medicine a paper on the relative in- 
fluence of marrrage and celibacy, based on 
statistical returns derived from France, Bel- 
gium,and Holland. In France, taking the 
ten years 1857-66, he found that in 1,000 per- 
sons aged from 25 to 30, 4 deaths occurred in 
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the married, 10.4 in the unmarried, and 22 in 
widowers; in females at the same age, the 
mortality among the married and unmarried 
was the same—9 per 1,000, while in widows it 
was 17. In persons aged from 30 to 35, the 
mortality among men was, for the married, 11 
per 1,000, for the unmarried, 5, and for wid- 
owers, 19 per 1,000; among women, for the 
married,5, for the unmarried, 10, and for 
widows, 15 per 1,000. There appears. to be a 
general agreement of these results of marriage 
in Belgium and Holland, as well as in France 
and Paris. 


Liberal. 

We understand that the committee making 
collections in this city for the physicians who 
suffered by the fire in Chicago, received from 
Mr. J. H. Gemaeie, surgical instrument maker, 
of this city, siz pocket instrument cases. 


Small-pox Communicated by a Physician. 
The Pittsburgh Volksblatt asserts that a fa- 
tal case of small-pox in that city was traced 
tothe physician,who at the time was treat- 
ing other cases. 
Scurvy Grass. 
Herba Cochlearia. Cochlearia officinalis, 
Linn. Scurvy Grass. 
The fresh herb, on being rubbed, developes 
‘a pungent, volatile smell, resembling mustard 
oil; the dried herb has entirely lost its pun- 
gency. The fresh, blooming herb yields not 
more than from 0.02 to 0.05 per cent. of an es- 
sential oil (C,,H,,S,0,, Geissler’; this is not 
ready-formed in the plant, but is produced by 
the action of a substance similar to, perhaps 
‘identical with, myrosine of the mustard seed. 
‘The activity of this substance is destroyed by 
drying the plant; dried scurvy grass treated 
with myrvsine yields the essential oil, but not 
by itself. This oil forms with ammonia, like 
mustard oil, a crystalline base. The officinal 
“gpiritus cochlearise semetimes deposits crys- 
talline needles of the composition C,H y40,, 
often also sulphur crystals. The spirit was 
- first used as an anti-scorbutic by Weir, as far 
back as 1557. 


Extraordinary Remedy for Small-pox. 
They do some queer things down in Dela- 
ware. A physi-ian writes to the Delawarean 
of December 23, as follows : 
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A child seven years old, iy ner by 
vaccination, took the disease. I commenced 
the treatment by giving a mild cathartic, and 
after the bowels were gently moved, I dis. 
solved three grains of fresh vaccine crust in 
three ounces of water and gave one drachm at 
a dose every two hours. I continued this 
remedy for five days. The eruption made its 
appearance on the fourth day, but instead of 
going through the regular stages of matur. 
ation and decline, the pocks commenced dry. 
ing up on the seventh day. The pocks were 
few in number and she had no untoward symp. 
tom during the whole course of the disease. 
Her appetite remained good, and she was not 
confined to het bed more than half the 
time of her sickness. Had I commenced the 
treatment forty-eight hours before the child 
was seized with the eruptive fever, I have no 
doubt that there would not have been an 
eruption at all. The crust should be fres 
and from the arm of a healthy person, and 
should be mixed every twenty-four or forty- 
eight hours at most. 

To balance this, a physician in Syracuse, N. 
Y., writes us that he found one of his patients 


taking ‘‘ dog-oil ’’ for consumption ! 


y~ 
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Correspondence. 
DOMESTIC, 


Death from Cardiac Lesion. 


Eps. MED. AND SurG. REPORTER : 

On the morning of Dec. Ist 1 was called in 
great haste to see L. H., and on arriving at the 
house found him dead. He had been a few 
rods from the house for a pail of water, and 
on returping sat his pail down, or rather raised 
it to the sink, and upon turning around, ex- 
claimed, “ Oh!” and sank to the floor. Post- 
mortem examination revealed the following di- 
seased condition of the heart. The left ven- 
tricle was extremely | da hied, the walls 
measuring from an inch to aninch and a quar 
ter in thickness; while the semilunar valves of 
the aortic orifice were entirely obliterated and 
their place supplied by a circular ossific deposit 
entirely occluding the passage of fluid from the 
aortic side. 

Through the centre of this disk was a small 
linear and somewhat serrated opening, about 
four lines in length. The lips of this open- 
ing were thoroughly coapted, and only by 
pressure with the flat end of a probe on the 
aortic side could an entrance be effected. 
Pressure from the ventricular side revealed 
an opening not exceeding a line in width. 
No doubt the enlargement was a case of ven- 
tro-hypertrophy. The ventricle, being called 
upon for more. muscular power than it natu- 
rally possessed, by a wise provision of nature 
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ually increased its muscular fibre as the 
obstruction became greater at the orifice, un- 
til finally, after unusual effort on the part of 
the patient, the organ ceased to beat from its 
utter incapacity to force the blood into the 
aorta, sent to its cavity from the right auri- 
cle, and he died from prolonged syncope. We 
see in this case an illustration of the theory 
of LAENEC, that valvular disease has but little 
influence on the health when the muscular 
condition of the heart remains sound. 

This man was physically strong, active and 
energetic ; and excepting occasional attacks 
of palpitation, after unusual exertion, he made 
no complaint, and neyer was sufficiently 
alarmed to consult a physician. It would have 
been prema interesting to have watched 
the progress of tunis case from its incipient 
stages, beginning with the slightest obstruc- 
tion, then permanently patent state of the 
valves (and this is the ordinary result of the 
valvular disease) and finatly the almost oc- 
cluded opening; but the patient never hav- 
ing applied for medical advice, the character 
of the heart sounds could only be surmised 
from its pathological state. 

If this patient had sought counsel of an in- 
telligent physician, and been informed of the 
nature of his disease and the absolute neces- 
sity for maintaining perfect composure, or at 
least of not subjecting the system to any ex- 
traordinary ex , he might have lived for 
years and eventually died of some other af- 
fection. We base this opinion on the belief 
that the disease had reached its ultima thule, 
and that no amount of deposit around the cir- 
cumference or on the ventricular side of the 
we could have any further obstructed the 

ow. 

It is also true that if he had fallen into 
good hands, and an effort been made to lessen 
the impulse by the administration of powerful 
arterial sedatives, the tissue of the heart might 
have become weakened, the efforts of nature 
frustrated, and the case hastened to a speedy 
dissolution. STOKES mentions only one ortwo 
of extreme ossific deposits, and on page 169 
speaks of one “remarkable case” somewhat 
similar to the above. 

Yours truly, 
‘ D. W. JONEs. 

Ellenburgh Center, N. Y., Dec. 30,1871. 





News AND MIscELLANY. 


Medical Statistics, 


Dr. Toner, cf Washington. writes us: I 
tabulated the actual ages of two thousand ca 
ses among physicians, to deduce the average 
length of life of med‘cal men, what I find to 
be 5839 years. Mortality between 21 and 30, 
114; 30 and 40,276; 40 and 50,287; 50 and 
60, 330 ; 60 and 70, 388 ; 70 and 80. 362; 80.and 
90, 207 ; 90 and 100, 35; over 100,1. There 
are 101 m- dical teaching boards, of all schools, 
in the United States. In seventy-seven of 
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these, regular or retired men are taught, six- 
teen of these being schools of Pharmacy ; the 
others are eight Deatal Colleges, eight Ho- 
meeopathic, six Eclectic,and two Botanic. In 
fifty-two of the regular colleges there were in 
1871, 6,018 matriculants, 1,813 M. D.’s, 82 ad- 
evendum, and 18 Honorary degrees conferred. 


List of Medical Patents. 


Li-t of patents issued trom the U.S Patent 
Office to American inventors, and each bear- 
ing the following dates, furnished for the Rr- 
PORTER by Cox & Cox,-Solicitors of Patents, 
Washington, D C.: 


Inventors for the week ending December 19, 1871.—Medical 
Compound or Fever and Ague Cure, L. Bodenheimer, 
Paducah, Rontueky ; Medical ‘ ompound for Cure of 
Chills and Fever, J. Brown, Philadelphia, Pa.; lental 
Forceps. L. G. Haskins, Newport, N.-'.; Process for Pre- 
paring Gold tor Dental Purposes, EK G. & L. Kearsing, 
Spring Valley, N. Y.; Needle Electrode for Electro sur- 
gical Uses, J. Kidder, New York City; Uterine Sup- 
po ter, A. Lowe. Nashville, ‘tenn.; Medical Compound 
of Vegetable Alkaloids, @. W.Scollay, New York ity. 
Trade Marks—Medicine, Holloway & Co., New York City 
(two trade marks). 

Inventors for the week ending December 26, 1871.—Dental 
Forceps, P. N. Jacobs, Mon e, N.J. Reissues—Method 
= ae and Ventilating ms, A.S. Lyman, New 

ork city. 

Inventors for the week ending January 2, 1872.—Vacuum ap- 
paratus for Treating Diseases S. Pasco, Delayan, Wiscen- 
sin. Rubbing Apparatus for Medical .Parposes, G. H. 
Tayler, New York city; Medical Compound or Worm 
Candy, J. C. Wells, Uwengsville, Kentucky. 


Longevity of Circus Actors. 


A London paper says : The “ artists ’’ of the 
circus find their professicn remarkably healthy, 
and they are a long-lived race. Joe Wallet, 
the famous clown in London, is considerably 
over seventy, and is as lively and active as 
he was forty years. ago. Old Orde, whose out- 
door ring is still visible on many a village- 
green, and who was the instructor of Batty, 
lived to considerably over ninety, and a short 
time before his death he was jumping over a 
tobacco-pipe and an open razor on his bare- 
backed steed. Batty wasa ‘courier of St. 
Petersburg”’ till he was past sixty. Franks, 
who is now tumbling sou ersaults and postur- 
ing at Hengler’s, is consiverably over sixty, 
and as fresh as a daisy, as auy one may sve by 
visiting the circus in Argyle street. 


Criminal Abortion. 


The Medico-Legal Society of New Y: rk, at 
a recent meeting. received a report from the 
Committee on Criminal Abortion, which re- 
commends a change in the law, so that the 
crime may be simply a felony without any 
specified denomination, and providing as a 
enalty not less than four years imprisonment. 
The report was adopted and a committee 
of responsible citizens appointed to wait on 
the Governor and urge the passage of sucha 
law by the legislature. This change would 
give a judge the opportunity of sentencing 
ag villain as RosENzwzEIG@ to Sing Sing 
or life. 
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QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Dr. P. J. K.,¢f Pa—What book would you recommend 
on the art of prescribing medicine ? 

REPLy.—Pereira’s Physician’s Prescription Book. $1.25. 

Dr. Von M., of Is.—Will you name in ths RePortTsEr one 
or more German, English and French journals, the arrange- 
ment of which are similar to that of the REPORTER ; pa- 
pers that : ontain articles on the different branches ot our 
art and at the same time valuable contributions ? 

REPLY.—We will before long devote space to a review 
of a number of foreign journals, and thus give you a more 
complete reply than we can here do. 

Prices. 

Dr. C. B., of Miss. The inturmation about the prices of 
medical books you wish, you will find at length in the 
Physician’s Annual. 

Dr. J. M. C., of Fla.—Beasley’s Prescription Book is the 
nearest work we know to meei your want. It was noticed 
in this jouraal recently. 

Binding. 

Dr, M. O. H., of Ilis.—Single voiumes of the Reporter 

can be bound by us for $1.00 each. 
Small-Pox and Measles. 

Messrs. Editors : “What do medical authors say—what 
is the opinion of medical men in regard to the existence 
of small-pox and measles, in the same person at the same 
time ?” Cc. F.C. 

ReP.Ly.—They can so occur. 

Uterine Polypus. 

Messrs. Editors : “ I have a case of Intra Uterine Polypus. 
The patient’s age 47; climacteric not passed. She suffers 
from hemorrhage, and cannot live long in ter present 
condition. Polypus is large— probably as large as a man’s 
fist, ex'ends above the pubes aud presses on the perineum. 
The index finger readily passes into the os und feels it like 
a child’s head presenting. Os is very thin; attachment 
is high : p—probably to the anterior wall. Can it be re- 
moved, and ought an attempt to be made to do so nuw ?’ 

A. M.C. 





RePty.—By all means operate promptly. 

Dr. G. H. T., Pa.—What “ property” do you refer to? 
There are five ‘‘ December numbers” of the REPORTER, 
and severa) properties advertised in them. 

Unreasonable. 

There are certain unreasonable people who annoy us 
with impracticable propositions on all sorts of subjects. 
Ezamples.—There are two letters now before us, one from 
a firm at the West saying that if we can furnish books at 
25 per cent. discount we may mail acertaiu work and await 
further oruers, and the pay—for no money accompanics the 
order. Again.—A subscriber sends $14 subscription for 
himself and a:.other physician to the REPuRT#s and Com- 
PENDIUM, which, at commutation price is all right. but, 
he adds—‘* We are both ‘old’ subscribers, but can’t see 
why we should pay more for your interesting periodicals 
than a‘ new’ subscriber, and as I feel liberaliy inclined, 
you may send both our ‘ premiums’ in one in the rhape 
of Naphey’s Modern Therapeutics, to Dr. —. and [ will 
borrow it, or wait for mine till another year.” We have 
heretofore explained that canvassing for new subscribers 
always costs something. Agents’ charges are very heavy, 
and they are too often dishonest and unreliable. In com- 
mon with publishers all over the world, we offer induce- 
ments in the shape of premiums, to new subscribers, to 
deal directly with us, or those who will interest themselves 
in getting new subscribers, so that they shal! not lose their 
time in canvassing for us for nothing. These are the 
cheapest agencies we canemploy. We really get no return 
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for our outlay the first year, and look to future subse ip- 
tions to pay us. If we could afford to give the Rerortr, 
for $4 we should do so. 

Dr. 8S. S,. ¥., O—The price of the REPORTER in advance 
strictly, and the Pockxt REcorD, ig $6. 

Dr. T. M. H., Conn.—Nothing can be plainer than our 
published prices. The PocknT REcorp for seventy pa- 
tients a week is #2. for thirty-five patients a we. k, $1.50, 
When taken wi.h the REPorTER, and the latter is paid 
for strictly in advance, the prices are $6 and $6.50 respect- 
ively, or with the ComPENDIUM $4 and $4.50, and Reg- 
PORTER, COMPENDIUM, and PocKET REcoxRpD together, 98 
and $8.50 for the respective sizes. 
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OBITUARY. 


HENRY D. BULKLEY, M. D. 


The announcement of the death of this gentleman, so 
long and honorably connected with the medical profes- 
sion of New York, will be received with regret by many. 
Dr. BULELEY was bornin ..ew Haven.Conn.,A pril 20, 1803, 
Gn the maternal side he was a descendant of Join Pres- 
cott, Who came to Wstertown and Boston in 1640. His 
mother was a niece ot Mrs. Roger Sherman, ot Conn., 
whose husband was the famous signer of the Declaration 
of Independence. He graduated at Yale College, in the 
Class of 1821, commenced the study of medicine, and re- 
ceived his deg ee of M. D. from the Medical Department 
of Yale in 1829, Since 1848 he has been one of the 
physiciars of the New York Hospital, the oldest insti- 
tution of its kind in the city, and in 1869-70 was Presi- 
dent of the New York Acad Medici He vied in 








o 
that city on the 4th inst., ot pneumonia, after a chort ill- 
ners. 
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MARRIAGES, 


Biegrtow—SmITH. In Newburyport, Mass., Jan, 9th, 
by Kev. Mr.Campbell, assisted by Rev. Dr. Spaulding, 
Dr. A. T. Pigelow, of Olinton, and Miss Hattie E., only 
daughter of Capt. C T. Smith. 

‘TRENCHARD—BootuH. Un December 6th, 1871, at the 
residence of Wm. L. Peiper, E-q., Lanca-ter, Pa., by 
Rev. Dr. E. Greenwald, Dr. John fF. Trencbard, of Phila- 
delphia, and Mary A. Booth, of Richmond, Va. 





BIRTH, 


Ga xrison.— December 21st, 1871, at DeWitt, Arkansas, 
Alora, duughter of Dr. J. B., and Gulnare Garison, 


DEATHS. 


BurtTon.—In Mobi'e, Ala., of consumption, December 
24th, Dr. EK. W. Burton, of Wilmington, Del., in the 38th 
year of his age. 


Cowpkrick —In Frenchto«n, N. J., December 31st 1871, 
Dr. © R. Cowdrich, in the 39th year of bis age. 

DALE.— January 7th, Dr. Thomas F. Dale, of Alleghany 
City, aged 64 years. 

Ir. Dale was born in Wilmington, Delaware, in the year 
1808. He was a graduate o the University ot Pennsylva- 
tia, in Philadelphia, and while in attendance at the 
University wax an office pupil of the celebrated Dr. 
Chapman. He moved to Pittsburg in ‘he year 1829, since 
whict time he has bren in active practive except three 
years. He was a prominent physician and for many years 
took an active part in politics holding positions of trust 
and responsibility. 

M: BkITT.—On Friday, January 5.h, suddenly, at New 
Castle, Del., John Merritt, M. D. 

PaGe.—January 10, 1872, at San Francisco, Cal., Dr. 
Thoms 8. Page, formerly ot Valparaiso, Chili,S A. 

PERKINS.—Recently, at his revid -nce in Castleton, Vt, 
Dr. Joseph Perkins. He was for many years P-esident 
of the Castleton Medical College, and a lecturer in tha 
medical department ot the University of Vermont, at 
Burlington. 

RussEL.—Kecently, Dr. Joseph W. Russel, of Stod 
N. H . aged 26 years. He graduated at Hanover Med 
School in 1870. 





